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NSSC District Branch Meeting Minutes 

1ST August 2016 

 

Handson Safety Services 
The Training Centre 
Wistaston Road Business Centre 
Wistaston Road 
Crewe 
CW2 7RP 

 
Sarah Phoenix, (IOSH Networks Officer) attended the session to guide and explain the CPD/IPD process to 
those member’s present. For future reference, please remember that anyone wanting to attend, must bring their 
own laptop. 

The chairman, Douglas Leech, opened the meeting and addressed all members.  We were reminded of the 
Spotlight on Silica presentation due to take place on 03.10.2016 in conjunction with the IOSH “No Time to Lose 
Campaign”. The presentation planned for 05.12.2016 is Stressed Concrete. 

Douglas introduced and welcomed back James Robinson (Health & Safety Consultant) who gave a presentation 
back in 2015 following the introduction of the CDM Regulations.  

It was unfortunate that tonight’s district meeting was not well attended, probably as a result of it being the 
beginning of the summer holidays but never the less the presentation “CDM 12 months on” was received 
extremely well and brought about much debate amongst those member’s present. 

James touched upon the problems and confusion affecting businesses in trying to understand the basic scope 
and definition of what constitutes “construction work” and “a structure” within the regulations. The list provided 
by the HSE is so far reaching and open to interpretation and James used examples in his talk to demonstrate 
these issues and spoke about the need for more clarity, hopefully in the form of an accompanying ACoP being 
released by the HSE at some point in time.  

Douglas Leech thanked James Robinson and presented him with an IOSH cut-glass tumbler as a token of 
appreciation. 

The chairman addressed the committee and members with the proposed calendar events for 2017 and due to 
the low attendance discussed a possible change to the 2017 August event being reviewed. Everyone concurred 
that they supported the decision to rearrange the August date for next year. 

At the last meeting, the group were asked if they would be interested in an Interaction / Participation Forum 
whereby straight after the presentation, members could liaise with other fellow H&S Professionals on subjects 
outside of their specific areas of knowledge/expertise. Those present agreed that this was still a good idea and 
if time wasn’t a constraint, would be a valuable resource and networking tool. 

General information 

The HSE have released 2 new consultative surveys and are open to anyone who wishes to contribute and air 
their views on the “inspection and thorough examination of equipment” under The Lifting Operations and Lifting 
Equipment Regulations 1998 (LOLER), The Provision and use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 (PUWER), 
Pressure Systems Safety Regulations 2000 (PSSR) and The Working at Height Regulations 2005 (WAH). 

http://webcommunities.hse.gov.uk/connect.ti/workequipinsp/answerQuestionnaire?qid=649923  

A citation survey for The Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 (as amended) (COSHH), 
The Control of Lead at Work Regulations 2002 (CLAW) and The Dangerous Substances and Explosive 
Atmospheres Regulations 2002 (DSEAR) is also open for review. 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/hazardsub 

http://webcommunities.hse.gov.uk/connect.ti/workequipinsp/answerQuestionnaire?qid=649923
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/hazardsub
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Douglas reminded us that the new rules and fines for driving a car whilst using a hand held device have been 
increased from £100 to £150 with 6 points added to the license for HGV drivers and 4 points for car drivers.  

Fines for drivers who are found to have stowaways on board a vehicle have increased to £2,000 for every 
person found hidden on board at any British Port and EU Tunnel. Further information can be found issued on 
the Civil Penalty and Accreditation Scheme - Home Office Scheme, link provided below.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/civil-penalty-accreditation-scheme 

The HSE Strategy in place to help Great Britain Work Well in 2016 (6 themes) has an emphasis on health and 
bringing health back into the H&S. 

Fees for Intervention (FFI) will be increased from £129 in 6th April 2016 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/fee-for-intervention/ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Minutes compiled and prepared by: Elizabeth Jackson (Committee Member & Branch Secretary) 

End of NSSC District Branch Meeting 1ST August 2016 
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